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Most important issue to business 
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Other

Availability of financing

Provincial labour laws

Workers’ compensation

Shortage of qualified labour

Cost of local government

Employment Insurance

Government debt/deficit

Government regulation/paper burden

Total tax burden
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If I had known the burden of regulation, I 
may not have gone into business 

Don’t	  know,	  21

D isagree,	  48

A g ree,	  31

C anada
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The Cost of Red Tape to Small Business 



www.cfib.ca 

Ingredients for Successful Regulatory Reform 

1)  Accountability 
(regular 
measurement) 

2)  Political leadership 

3)  Constraints on 
regulators  
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Red Tape Action Plan Reforms 

1)  One-for-one rule 

2)  Annual regulatory scorecard 

3)  Small business lens with checklist 

4)  Departments required to explain how they interpret 
regulations on website 

5)  Service standards set for licenses, certifications and 
permits 

6)  Inventory of regulatory requirements to be tracked over 
time 

7)  In addition, 90 department specific initiatives 
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Red Tape Research 
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Prime Minister Announces Red Tape 
Commission 
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How to get Government’s Attention 
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Another Essential Ingredient? 

1)  Accountability 

2)  Leadership from the 
top 

3)  Constraints on 
regulators 

4)  Engagement from 
the business 
community 
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